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ceive more and more attention in the future. Ac-
cording to a statement made by Dr. Hugh Dalton,
Minister of Economic Warfare, in a speech on
September 21, and repeated by him in substance on
December 4, the Royal Air Force have already
'hammered with devastating effect ninety per cent,
of Germany's synthetic oil production and eighty
per cent, of her oil refineries.3 "Germany's synthetic
oil industry', said a memorandum issued by the
Ministry of Information early in October, cis being
systematically smashed.3 The blows aimed at it have
increased in intensity since then. In one night (Octo-
ber 10) seven great oil plants were heavily bombed.
These plants, an Air Ministry Bulletin stated, have
a combined annual output capacity of nearly one and
a halfmillionmetric tons. They are those atGrassbrook
(near Hamburg), at Hanover, at Wesserling (near
Cologne), at Merseburg (Leuna), at Magdeburg, at
Gelsenkirchen, and at Reisholz (Dusseldorf). The
fires started at the last of these plants could be seen
that night from a distance of sixty miles. Italian oil
ments: Hydriewerke Scholven, at Gelsenkirchen; Braunkohlen
Benzin, at same; Gelsenbergbenzin at same; Ilse Bergbau, at
Ruhland (near Dusseldorf); Union Rheinische Braunkohlen,
at Wesserling (near Cologne); Rhenania Ossag, at same; Ge-
werkschaft Deutsche Erdol, at Hanover; Braunkohlen Benzin
at Magdeburg; Rhenania Ossag, at Reisholz; Bohlen, at Leip-
zig; Mitteldeutsche, at Lutzendorf (near Leipzig); Hoesch
Benzin, at Dortmund; Krupp TreibstofFewerke, at Wanne
Eickel; Klockner Wintershall, at Kastrop Rauxel; Rhenania
Ossag, at Hamburg; I.G. Faxbenindustrie, at Leuna. Syn-
thetic oil plants or refineries at Mannheim, Bottrop, Sterkaxie,
Politza SaJzbergen, Emmerich, Kamen, Mijsburg, Ostermoor,
Bremen, Fi^inkfurt-am-Main, Homburg, and Regensburg have
also been bombed.
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